
If the late Alex Trebek of Jeopardy
asked the question, “In what
Kentucky city would you find St.
Matthews Baptist Church?” he
would not accept the answer,
“What is St. Matthews?” Like many
buildings and houses in the St.
Matthews area, St.
Matthews Baptist
Church is actually
located within the
borders of the City of
Louisville. In fact,
though the houses on
the south side of
Grandview Avenue,
starting in the 3500
block going towards
Cannons Lane all fall
within the City of St.
Matthews, the houses
across the street are in
Louisville….except for 4 houses in
the 3300 block on the north side,
which are in St. Matthews. So if
“What is St. Matthews?” wasn’t
technically correct enough for Alex,
it may at least be an appropriate
question for us.
   The jagged borders you see on
the map at center were created
starting after World War II in a land
grab where the City of Louisville
decided to add to its eastern

border. “After the war,
neighborhoods in what later
became known as St. Matthews
were developed to accommodate
returning servicemen and their
families,” said Councilman Bernie
Bowling, Jr. When a strip mall was

built on Shelbyville Road in the late
1940’s, Louisville turned its eyes to
the unincorporated land and
potential tax dollars, and the land
grab began.
   In its attempt to gain tax dollars
while not investing money, the City
of Louisville annexed all land that
was zoned commercially and any
properties that were hooked up to
the sewer system. They did not
annex vacant land nor did they

annex the old Greathouse School,
which today houses City Hall and
St. Matthews-Eline Library,
because they would not bring in
tax dollars. They annexed
properties right up to the right-of-
way, but not including the right-of-

way, so that they did
not have to maintain
the right-of-way.
   Local businessmen,
including former mayor
Bernie Bowling, Sr.,
were upset with the
haphazard way the City
of Louisville was
incorporating the land
in an obvious attempt
to grab tax dollars, and
went to court to try
and stop them. Though
the attempt was

unsuccessful, the men gathered
enough support to incorporate the
remaining land as the City of St.
Matthews.
   “When you are not part of a city,
you have no garbage pickup or
other city amenities. That is why so
many areas incorporated—so they
could get the tax dollars to afford
garbage pickup, police, and road
repair.” said St. Matthews Mayor
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Everywhere we look, the City
of St. Matthews is starting to
emerge from its COVID
cocoon. Businesses are
reopening and the increase in
complaints to the city’s Code
Enforcement Department
shows that residents are
stretching and taking a look
around, wanting to make sure
their city stays safe and looks
great.
   Besides seeing more people
out in the parks and neighbor-
hoods, folks are starting to
shop more. Already in the first
three months of 2021, St.
Matthews has issued 49 new
business licenses. Commerce

in St. Matthews is moving in a
positive direction, and we
want to remind residents to
shop local whenever
possible.
   As we continue to spread
our wings, let’s remember
to do our part in complying
with Center for Disease
Control and state COVID
regulations and guidelines.
Be kind to those around
you by wearing masks
when required and socially
distancing. If health allows,
consider getting the COVID
vaccine to protect yourself
and others. Working together,
residents will help St.

Matthews gain the full
strength and beauty of a
soaring Monarch.

A Message From…
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Louisville Gas & Electric
502-589-1444

Fast path options are: 1-1-1
(gas) and 1-1-2 (electric).

Emergency
Contact

Numbers

Louisville Water Company
502-583-6610

 To report emergencies like
water main breaks

or broken fire hydrants.

Hometown
History

1955

This feature spotlights
a moment in time
when our city looked a
lot different. Where do
you think this picture
was taken? See page
11 to solve this issue’s
Hometown History
mystery.

Duck Donuts is one of 49 new businesses
that opened in the first quarter of 2021.



Recycling is collected every other
week on the same day as trash
on weeks highlighted in red.
Holidays marked in blue will

delay recycling and trash one day.

Pop-Up,
Drop-Off
“Pop-Up,
Drop-Off”
waste disposal
events for free

recycling and large item disposal
are being held May 22 at Eastern
High School, June 26 at Sun Valley
Ball Field Complex, and July 24 at
Metro Fleet Services. Drop off
items to be recycled include: up to
3 electronic items, metal items
and appliances (no refrigerators or
items containing coolant), up to 4
passenger tires, household
recyclables, and documents for
shredding. Yard waste following

curbside rules and wooden pallets
will be composted. Large
household items will be landfilled,
and prescription medicine will be
disposed of properly. For more
dates and information, see
https://louisvilleky.gov/governme
nt/public-works/pop-drop-waste-
disposal-events.

Free Trees
Free trees are still
available for planting
this year in your
public right-of-way
while supplies last.
Others will be placed
on the list for next

planting season. See the city
website (Public Works / Trees) for
details or contact city hall at 895-
9444.

21 Eco-Friendly Summer Tips
Want some easy ways to go green
in the summer? Visit https://bio
friendlyplanet.com/green-

ideas/eco-friendly/21-
simple-eco-friendly-
summer-tips/. There,
you will find ideas as
simple as letting in light,
planting native plants,
and planning a stay-
cation.
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Easy Being Green
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If you have not signed up to
receive information through
Reach Alert about events or
situations that may affect St.
Matthews, please do so. You may
register to receive information via
multiple formats. Go to www.
reachalert.com and click on the
blue text, “Create an account.”

When prompted, use the
following information to register:
Network Name – St. Matthews
(city); Role – Resident or Business;
and Address – enter your address
in the first box and your street
name in the second box. Creating
this account gives you another
way to stay connected at a time

when you may be feeling isolated.
Also consider programming the
city’s new, dedicated phone
number for Reach Alert—502-230-
8840—into your phone so that
you don’t ignore or decline calls
from a number that may be
unfamiliar. Take a few moments
to sign up today!

Sign Up for Reach Alert Notifications



Fingerprinting Limited
and By Appointment Only
As of December 8, 2020, the
St. Matthews Police Depart-
ment stopped providing in-
state licensed fingerprint cards
because the Commonwealth of
Kentucky transferred that
responsibility to Identigo, a

private
contractor.
SMPD will still
provide
fingerprint cards
to individuals
wanting non-

state licensed and federal
fingerprint cards by appoint-
ment only Monday–Thursday,
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. To
schedule, contact the SMPD at
899-2537.

Prevent Heat-Related
Deaths
Heat stroke is the leading
cause of non-crash, vehicle-

related deaths in children
under 15. Heat stroke happens
when the body is not able to
cool itself quickly enough. A
child's body heats up three to
five times faster than an
adult's does, and organs begin
to shut down when a child’s
temperature reaches 104
degrees. Because cars heat up
quickly, in just 10 minutes, a
car can heat up 20 degrees.
   To prevent the unthinkable,
always check the back seat and
make sure all children are out
of the car before locking it and
walking away. Be extra alert

when there is a change in your
routine, like when you take a
different route to work or to
childcare. Have your childcare
provider call you if your child is
more than 10 minutes late. Put
your cell phone or purse in the
backseat with your child.
   At home, teach your child
that cars are not safe places to
play and lock your car when
you are not in it.
   If you see a child alone in a
car, call 911, get the child out
of the car, and spray the child
with cool water.
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Police Beat

Crime Buzz

Catalytic Converter Thefts
Catalytic converters are a
component of every vehicle’s
exhaust system. A catalytic
converter is a device that
converts toxic chemicals

produced by your vehicle into
relatively harmless gasses
before they are emitted into
the atmosphere. Catalytic
converters contain precious
metals like platinum, palladium,
and rhodium. Thieves steal
these devices and sell them on
the black market where they
are later harvested for their
precious metals at illegal
processing facilities. The cost to
replace a catalytic converter
ranges between $500 and

$4,000 depending on factors
such as the type of vehicle you
own and your insurance
coverage.
    Catalytic converters are
typically located underneath
vehicles in the center of the
undercarriage. Traditionally,
SUV’s and trucks have been
targeted because their high
clearance makes it easy for
thieves to gain access. If your
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